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 mercial and storage units to be built on the current site of the weekly market and archery field 
around the control tower. One year later, the outline Google plan proposes a single giant build-
ing housing a Data Centre which nominally encroaches on each of the existing activities. The 
development also threatens the area used by local model radio-controlled aircraft fliers – they 
were previously displaced from the west side of the airfield. 

The new control tower and fire station is planned to open later in 2025. 

Also due for a move is the replica Hawker Hurricane, and associated memorials, at the current 
main entrance to the airfield. That was set in pace thanks to the efforts of Arthur Moreton who 
died in February. It is expected to be moved and re-erected near the new control tower. But, as 
with all of these plans, it has been proven time and time again that nothing is decided until the 
work is complete and if the will is there nothing will stop the immediate application of a wrecking 
ball to ‘modify’ the plan!  

http://www.eppingmarket.co.uk
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Epping Forest District Council purchased the airfield in 1980, and the airfield continues to be the 
home of classic military and civilian aircrafts, as well as the Essex and Herts Air Ambulance and 
the locally based National Police Air Service police helicopter. 
Editor: A potential complication to the planning vision are plans by the UK National Government to 
re-jig local government. Fresh local government elections set for May this year have been can-
celled in preparation for EFDC to be combined with another Essex authority. The Local Govern-
ment Boundary Commission, an independent body, has reviewed Essex and is proposing that 
EFDC join with Harlow and Uttlesford to create a much larger unit.  This appears to suggest that 
the £88.2M from Google will simply disappear from local hands to serve the aspirations of many 
others. 

Now available for owners, users and proponents Microsoft Flight Simulator 2020 and 2024 is a 
software package of North Weald Airfield (ICAO code: EGSX) by Burning Blue Design.  
 

https://burningbluedesign.com/product/northweald/ 
 
Burning Blue Design was setup with one purpose, to create outstanding Microsoft Flight Simulator 
scenery. They claim to have a passion for the airports and airfields they create, and their designs 
all have a personal touch.  
 
Microsoft and Asobo’s new simulator have opened up a wealth of possibilities for content creators, 
and for the first time ever Burning Blue Design are able to create places they know and love in in-
credible detail and share them with the flight simulator community as a whole. 

 
 
Burning Blue Design, it is part of a 
line in the famous poem ‘High Flight’ 
by Pilot Officer John Gillespie Magee, 
Royal Canadian Air Force 
 

‘Up, up the long, delirious, 
burning blue’. 

One of the many images of North Weald in the Flight 
Simulator add-on will preserve a feature that is sadly no 
longer present.  
 
The Douglas C-54Q N44914, an aircraft brought to North 
Weald in preparation for the filming of a major movie in 
Germany to feature the Berlin Air Lift. It was finally bro-
ken up during late January – thus joining another similar 
aircraft also broken up at North Weald. The forward fu-
selage of the C-54Q has gone to a private site near 
Billericay, Essex to be converted to a glamping pod. 
Gone but not totally lost.  
 
Many were horrified to see the C-54 which has been on 
the airfield since 2002 broken up but it seems that all 
other avenues had been explored and, bar the ghostly 
Burning Blue images, found to have no future.  



http://www.nwamuseum.co.uk


http://www.walthamabbey-tc.gov.uk
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DEATH OF AN ICON 
As a general rule this magazine and the museum are 
about lauding the heroes of the distant past rather than 
present day. An exception is being made in this instance 
as the subject of this obituary, Arthur Moreton, has done 
so much for the airfield and bringing together the people 
who served there in the past to  celebrate the links be-
tween the air forces of many nations and the people of the 
village and for setting up the iconic replica Hurricane by 
the entrance.  
 
The much-revered former Chairman and President of 
North Weald Airfield Museum died at his North Weald 
Home in the early hours of February 5, 2025. He was re-
membered at a service in Greenacres Cemetery, North 
Weald on February 28. The celebration of his life was at-
tended by in excess of 100 mourners and included flypast 
tributes by two wartime Taylorcraft L2 spotter aircraft. 
 
Born in March 1941, the son of a salvationist in east London, his birth in Devon was precipitated 
by the war. He soon returned to London with his mother and the dangers of enemy attacks. 

 
Arthur had an interesting and varied working life starting as a hat salesman and 
gardner and started as labourer for the General Post Office (GPO) before train-
ing as a telephone engineer for the GPO Telegraph and Telephones depart-
ment, with a primary role of maintaining communications for the emergency ser-
vices in north-east London and working in the East End of London. Later he be-
came a salesman and gained promotion after promotion until he ended up as a 
prominent figure in the post 1980 Post Office public relations.  
 

Married in 1965, he took up with local politics in the London Borough of Waltham Forest and was 
in turn an Alderman (1972), the Deputy Mayor (1974), and a Councillor from 1976. He was active 
in supporting and preserving Leyton Orient Football Club and a member of the Lee Valley Re-
gional Park Authority a status that placed him at the forefront of crafting and promoting both the 
development and regeneration of Docklands and the Olympic Park – leading to the 2005 bid for 
hosting the 2012 Olympics. For his work Arthur was granted a Lifetime Achievement Award by 
the London Docklands Development Board. His high-profile position led to him being granted an 
honorary fellow of the University of East London.  
 
When, in 1995, he decided to take early retirement from the telephone company, he made best 
use of his many connections in booking the Post Office Tower in Bloomsbury for his party. Unfor-
tunately, the morning of the party he was struck down with a heart attack – but as we now know it 
did not greatly diminish his enthusiasm for life and action.  The party was cancelled but it was re-
scheduled at the same venue for a later date.  
 
During his time with Waltham Forest he had been involved with the marking of the achievements 
of A V Roe (Avro Aircraft) who in 1909 was building and flying the first wholly British aircraft from 
the Great Eastern Railway arches under the viaduct of the Chingford to London commuter line at 
Walthamstow Marshes, Walthamstow, London, E17. This fed his life-long connection with avia-
tion and inevitably led to Arthur joining North Weald Airfield Museum just down the road from his 
new home.  
 
Having shaken off living in the East End for the quietness of North Weald Arthur embraced the 
locality as both a Parish Council politician and being a Trustee involved with the air museum and 
the charity erecting the Memorial Outside the museum in 2000. 
 
Arthur was soon The Chairman of the museum, a post he held until 2004 and was Vice President 
for many years. Throughout his association with the airfield and village he met with numerous 
well known figures including Norman Tebbitt MP, sitting MPs and important figures with the Royal 
Norwegian Air Force and embassy. 





http://www.roseylea.com
http://www.ourwatch.org.uk


http://www.royalgunpowdermills.com/
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and it spent the majority of its service life serving in Germany. 
Put up for disposal in 1968 it was eventually scrapped in 1982, 
and the cockpit was acquired by the MCA in the 1980s. Unfortu-
nately, like many of the items held by MCA, it would never fit in 
Ad Astra House and was sent elsewhere. 
 
In the case of the Canberra, ‘elsewhere’ was the Dumfries & 
Galloway Aviation Museum located in the former control tower at 
Tinwald Downs Road, Heathhall Industrial Estate, Dumfries DG1 
3PH Scotland. 
 
For the new custodians of the Canberra, it has been one of their 
best-known aircraft as it has been a mobile display cockpit for 
over 25 years. Travelling to airshows, school and village fairs 
and many other events, it always attracts a queue of people, 
young and old, who love to climb inside and take a seat at the 
long-disconnected controls. 

 
 
CALM 
AND 
COURAGEOUS 
North Weald Airfield Museum has 
provided material to the new end of 
war exhibition being held in Waltham 

Abbey, Essex 
 
As an additional part of this exhibition 
the NWAMA Secretary and Editor 
has agreed to give two talks at Ep-
ping Forest District Museum in Wal-

Bristol Blenheim 1940 

Supermarine Spi ire 1942 

Hawker Typhoon1943 

North American Mustang 1944 

http://www.eorailway.co.uk
http://www.efdmuseum.org.uk


http://www.aerolegends.co.uk/experiences/fly-a-fighter-jet/





